THE DEFENCE OF THE EMPIRE
which does not seem to have been made so effectively
ever before. The forces of the Left at home have
shown a similar wisdom in their own particular con-
flicts with Torydom.
Just after the War, when all parties were more
or less busy drawing up constitutions for the new
order, a certain small political party in Britain had put
at the head of its proposals: 'Republican form of
government.5 One English veteran of the Labour
movement spoke thus:
Tut the word "Republic" at the head of your pro-
gramme, and you will spend the next two genera-
tions fighting wastefully, hatefully, spilling blood,
over shadows and symbols, and we shall never get
to questions of social welfare at alL You will spend
your lives tilting at windmills. And possibly in the
end the windmills will defeat you. Make the con-
cession of form on your side and you can get, with
infinitely greater ease, the concession of the sub-
stance from the other.5
What, he went on to ask, did they want? Slum
abolition, control of industry, old-age pensions, mini-
mum wage, work or maintenance - did these things
come first or last ? If they wanted them to come first,
'concede the King'.
But while the retention of old symbols of sover-
eignty, archaic terms of feudalism, have been enor-
mously useful in making the surrender of ancient
privilege easier, of taking the edge off that surrender
of easing the transition from imperialism to inter-
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